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In Just one week the govern- 
aent has staaped out three 

fundeaental rights, the 
right to reaaln silent, 
the right to free expression 
and the right to belong 

to a trade union. In Just 
a week it clearly shows 
how far to the right the 
country has drifted in 
the last ten years. The 

governaent claiaa that 
its ban on Sinn Fein will 
help defeat 'terrorlaa'. 
The IRA cannot be defeated. 
The IRA cannot be defeated. 
Wor will the ban unduly 

effect the electoral ability 
of Sinn Fein. The working 
claaa nationalists who 
elected their HP Gerry 
Adaaa know why they voted 
for hla. The 100,000 nation¬ 
alists who elected SO Sinn 
Fein councillors know why 
they voted for thea. The 
fact that Gerry Adaaa is 
not interviewed on TV will 
not cause thea to forget. 
The presence of 10,000 
heavily araed British Troops 
in the sis counties provide 
a daily but none too gentle 
reainder of why they support 
the arasd struggle. 

The ban is not aiaed at 
the IRA or Sinn Fein ther 
ban ia aiaed at YOU. For 
alaost the last 20 years 
there has been a war la 


Ireland. The IRA and IR1A 
have been fighting a war 

of national liberation 
againat an aray backed 
by a foreign power occupy¬ 
ing the North East corner 
of Ireland. They regard 
this as the last phase 

of the struggle. They will 
not give up now. The war 
will continue, but you 
will know nothing about 
it. They will tell you 
who, what, where and when, 
but they will not tell 
you why. People need to 
know aore not less. Ignor¬ 

ance breeds acquienre. 
The governaent knows it 
cannot defeat the IRA but 
what is being done in your 

naae is not done for your 
Interests but lor their 

interests. That is the 
real reason behind the 
ban, because as far as 
this governaent is concerned 
- you - cannot be trusted. 

Siallarlly the ending of 
a suspects right to reasin 
silent is being dressed 
up as part of the f ight 
against the IRA. In reality 
it is a direct attack on 
the rights of ordinary 
working class people in 
England and Wales. The 
law says that you are pres- 
uaed Innocent until proven 


guilty but now in the ab¬ 
sence of real evidence 
you are obliged to lncrlaln- 
ate yourself. Your silence 
will be taken as evidence 
of guilt. Like the banning 
of Sinn Fein the governaent 
relies on the ignorance 
of the general public. 
When Douglas Hurd aay aost 
'fair alnded' people would 
agree with hia he siaply 
aeons the aajority who 
have never been interrogated 
or charged with a serious 
offence. The laplication 
is that if you have nothing 
to hide you have nothing 
to fear. 

That line of thought aakes 
two assuaptions, the first 
is that the police never 
lie or Invent stateaentn, 
they never fabricate evid¬ 
ence, that they never threa¬ 
ten or intiaidate punch 
or kick, aala or kill, that 
people in custody know 
their rights, have access 
to a solicitor, are neither 
frightened or lntlaidated, 
are not subject to any 
undue pressure, would not 
wrongly lncrlainate theas- 
elves or others,feel neither 
fear nor pain. 

If Douglas Hurd's assuap¬ 
tions are correct then 
the right to silence is 
1 indeed auperilo us t o the 
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rule of law and against 
the interests of natural 
justice. It is in recogni¬ 
tion that these have happen¬ 
ed,do happen and have always 
happened # that feudal barons 
not the national council 
for civil liberties node 
King John sign the MaRnn 
Carta. If this is an atteapt 
to secure aore convictions 
it will be of little help, 
statistics show that of 
those charged 96X anke 
stateaents anyway. However 
the aqulttal rate is an 
high as 52X in soae London 
Crown Courts. The real 
weak link is obviously 
the Jury systea. Juries 
arc obviously "unrepresent¬ 
ative” of the fair-ainded 
people who support Hr Hurd. 

I Expect changes in that 
direction shortly - all 
of course in the naae of 
I Freedoa and Deaocracy. 

I The sacking of the four 
reaalning trade unionists 
at G.C.H.Q represents s 
further attack on what 
Thatcher teraed as 'the 
eneay within'. 

Paradoxically the only 
aeabers of a 'Union' even 
convicted of spying did 
not belong to an industrial 
Trade Union but to the 
’Caabrldge Union'. 


The P+0 strike enters its eighth aonth with little sign 
of n settlenent. Red Action interviewed Rirhard, a sea¬ 
farer based in london organising support for the strikers. 
His co^ents show that there is a basis for continuing 
the struggle but also glaring weaknesses in the way the 
strike has been led. The strikers cannot siaply wish 
their Trade Union Bosses away and lor a 'better' labour 
Party, they aust take control of and escalate their light. 

Klchaid estimates that there are about a thousand "Ut 
,,n strike, eighi hundred of thea in Ikiver. In a >»t like 
that has "split In half" the people •*! Dover . morale 
is still good on the picket line. Support has ons- 1 1 •> 
other seafarers around the .ountry and .i lot low abroad. 
"They liave backed us in Australia and Ken Zealand quite 
atrong!v, the support in IgCBpU has hi 1 1 
hail suae, me < -.me Imms (.ermony with two thou sun. Hark 

... in flfiiia m mk i-.ir is days o! tha ' • ■ 

delaying the ships I rom sail mu, delayini: the . ir. i 
the port. The French done a fair bit as did the Belgian* . 

Support hus also come Iron other set i ions of the work 
class particularly the miners and l«. a lesset d.uie. 
the printworkers. "We've had tfSMadous MPpt 1 
the miners. The moment we went on strike they^ stopped 
tlRht in and got us going with soup kitchens el< ." K 
like most working cluss trade unionists is "for the lal<ut 
Party" but fOU • MTU "ltfl Wing" OW. " IVli ,, 

have R..1 Ideas .mil thev’v.' been bmkinR us". K ’•' >.. 

loyalty to the labour left Is to us aisplaced but under 
standable wfien aost revolutionary groups have only n 
volved themselves in disputes ns a recruitment exerc is.- 
dropping that involvement when they had exhausted the 
possibilities for new members. Ihe worst ellett ol tills 
is that other decent working class activists Ret blanked. 
Terry French, jailed during the miners strike Join.-d 
the pu k.t lint ut Bowai .'id guva tin utrlkara ■■ lilt■ 
But recounts Richard "he was told in a quiet wav to keep 
off the picket itne because we don't want anv trouble . 
Richard conceded that 11 was only the newspapers that 
said Terry French was a "trouble auker". The real trouble 

cont.» 
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S.A.S/EUTE’exposed 

Dear Red Act UW, loot nontha attached to hla old ro»t- 
cover feature on the S.A.S nont. This explains Why, ■ 
whilst producing a lot la Northern Ireland, the ■ 
of la depth aaterlal coear- IRA have captured or killed ■ 
lag their awomary execution ao aany soldiers whose ■ 

of RepuhlIcons and civlllaaa official posting did not ■ - * 


Dear Rad Action, loot aootha 
cover feature oa the S.A.S 
whilst producing a lot 
of la depth aaterlal cover¬ 
ing their aomnary execution 
of BapaBHc— and civilians 
. tiled to toll of the many 
setbacks suffered bp the 
S.A.S at the hands of the 
IRA. particularly la Relfaot 
and Araagh. 

It la loportont to raoaaber 
that the S.A.S are not 
Invincible. Don't take 
ay word for it, just rand 
the following quote free 
A.F.N Clarke who served 
la the Paras around Cross- 
aaglaa la 1976: 

"A whole car load of S.A.S 
got picked up la the 
Republic in a civilian 
car la civiliaa clothes 
and arsed to the teeth. 
The excuse was that they 
got lost, well if thata 
the elite than what the 
fuck auat the rest of us 
be like? Cowboys the lot 
of than; there are aane 
guys I've recognised who 
have failed our selection 
testa, ao how did they 
get into the S.A.S? They 
are a Joke. 

Proa their foundation the 
S.A.S shrouded thaaaelves 
in secrecy and thus to 
scrutinise their organ¬ 
isation or real activities 
la difficult. Naan of 
S.A.S aen are not published; 
neither are their photo¬ 
graphs released, and offic¬ 
ially the S.A.S serve In 
regular units or slaply 
appear In the General ARny 
Hat. 

In aoat countries were 
the S.A.S intervene they 
wear Allied Porcea unlfoma; 
loaaea are acounted for 
by traffic accidents in 
Hong Kong or West Gerasny 
and their bodies are burled 
in a special plot In the 
ceaetery of St Martins 
Church, near their Hereford 
bear. 

Often when a soldier leaves 
his original reglaent, 
hia roarades do not know 
to where he la tranafered, 
and official records will 
indicate that he ia still 


atta ch ed to hla old mgl- 
aaat. This explains why. 
In Northern Ireland, the 
IRA have captured or killed 
ao aany soldiers idoae 
official posting did not 
accord with the p r ese nc e 
of any reglaent la the 
country. The Guards Nivision 
raaaina an S.A.S recruitlag 
nest, especially for Irish 
assignaenta, la so far 
as this Division contains 
one Irish reglaent, and 
until recently Iriah regi- 
aaatn were not supposed 
to serve In their nother- 


The arrival of the S.A.S 
did not go unnoticed by 

the IRA. The IRA Chief 

of Staff at the tine. Sana 
MeStlofala, recalls how 
hla Intelligence departaaat 
concluded with certainty 
that the S.A.S were oper¬ 

ating undercover In Belfast 
as early as Nny 1971, and 
had clearly established 
that they were "involved 
la shootings or killings 
la Rallyaurphy, Aederaona- 
town. New Lodge and the 
Pal la Road. Their cars 
were often given away by 
the speed with 'Milch they 

were passed through British 
checkpoints...." 



On 23rd October 1971, a 
31 year old Brit, Devld 
Season, revealed at an 
laproaptu press conference 
in hiblln, that until that 
day he had been a nenber 
of the S.A.S, which he 
asserted, had been active 
in Northern Ireland since 
the beginning of 1971, 
notably engaged exploding 
randan boobs in order to 
destroy IRA credibility. 
Nr stated he did not wish 
to be part of it any longer 
and was ready to "tell 
everything" very soon about 
S.A.S involveaent. To do 
ao, he thought it useful 
to go back to the North 


kfM 


im'i 'W 


to Check ease facts. Ia 
January 1972, hla body 
ana found in a ditch, near 
the border, in county 
Araagh. 

•hiring this tlaa, aoat 
S.A.S operatives were organ¬ 
ised In aall nobile ualta 
known as Military Reconn¬ 
aissance Forces (ISP). 
The aoat spectacular exaaple 
of MRF operations to date 
reaain the "Four Square 
Laundry” episode. 

On 2nd October 1972, the 
IRA nechine gunned a laundry 
van bearing in large green 
letters "Four Square* as 
it drove through the Repub¬ 
lican Twin brook area of 
Belfast. The driver "Bobby 
Jones" waa killed instantly, 
along with two agenta who 
were lying on the top roof 
in a eoapartaent specially 
designed aa an observation 
post. 

"Intelligence waa collected 
in anny waya; the 'laundry 
people' would chat with 
wonen and attain obtain 
apparently insignificant 
bits of laforaatioa, but 
I of great iaportaace when 
pieced together. Meanwhile, 
the two agenta hidden under 
the van roof took pictures 
of the houses, their occu¬ 


pants, the streets and 

vehicles. 

Ghee back froa their tour, 
laundry lists were coapared 
with previous ones concern¬ 
ing a given faally. A diffe¬ 
rence la the slxe of sen's 
ahlrta could indicate the 
presence of a 'second aan', 
a wonen whoae husband waa 
gaoled or had been killed 
who gave nan'a clothes 
for laundering or had an 
extraordinary aaount of 
laundry, could Inadvertently 
give away the presence 
of an IRA volunteer 'oa 
the run'..." The Kitson 
Kxperlnent by Roger Fallgot. 

While one IRA unit mbuahed 
the vaa, another unit burst 
Into the 'Gonial Health 
Studios', a aaaaage parlour 
la Aatria Road, killing 
two aore MRF/S.A.S operat¬ 
ives. The 'Gaaial Health 
Studios' waa part of a 
blackaalllng operation 
with hidden agents to record 
people ia compromising 
situations in order to 
get then to apy oa the 
IRA. 

ON THAT ALONE. 2ND OCTOBER 
1972, THE IRA KILLED 3 
MRF/S.A.S AGENTS. THE AUTHO¬ 
RITIES ADMITTED ONLY ONE, 
THE DRIVER "BOBBY JOBS”. 


Also executed that year 
was S.A.S captain Dent 
who was captured along 
with Serg ea n t Barry Dhvles 
who was shot and left for 
dead on the Phils Bond. 
Davies survived and was 
later awarded aa N.B.E 
for "aavlces to casualty 
relations la Northern 
Ireland". 

On Mth May 1977, Captain 
Robert Nairac (whose photo 
waa featured la last Booths 
Rad Action) waa arrested 
and executed after Interro¬ 
gation ia which he adaltted 
he waa in aa S.A.S unit. 
Evan hla coaanading officer 
Brigadier Woodford adaltted 
that Nairac was "doing 
S.A.S work". 

later however, the Amy 
laforaatioa services insis¬ 
ted oa the fact that he 
did not belong to S.A.S 
but to Grenadier Guarda- 
a rather acadaalc distinc¬ 
tion since aaay N.C.O'a 
and officers of thio rogi- 
aent constitute part of 
"C" Squadron of 22ad S.A.S 
Reglaent. Also killed that 
year by the IRA was S.A.S 
nan Paul Hnraan. 


eas killed by an IRA wit 
when he tried to store 
a house ia 1980. 

And not forgetti^ the 
gunbattle between an IRA 
flying coluaa* aad the 
S.A.S around Croaaaaglaa 

in 1903. The IRA unit exch¬ 
anged over 2,000 rounds 
of aaualtioa ia a 30 alauta 
ahoot out and reported 
la Republican News ad con¬ 
fined 'hits'. The British 
authorities iaslated 'ao 
caaualltles'. Ia South 
Araagh IRA volunteers used 
electronic detectors to 
locate high frequency radios 
(ZB 298) connecting the 
S.A.S ia their hideouta 
with their HQ. The watchers 
were being watched. 


✓ evetuen 
i*<» tag SAS 

^ytuurm • 




People who revere the S.A.S 
always seen to forget the 
gunfights that go wrong, 
Ilka the aabuah of Francis 
Hughes and Doainlc McCllnchy 
la county Derry la 1978. 
L. Coporal David Jones 
waa killed and Kevin Sayth 
seriously wounded. In 1982 
Sergeant Oraa died la a 
shootout In Derry. 

One of Nairac'a colleagues. 
Captain Herbert Westaaacott, 
officially of the Grenadier 
Guards but ia fact S.A.S 


That's not to aay that 
all S.A.S are bad, ia fact 
one of than, Phul Marlowe, 
an ex-para and S.A.S aan 
gave the benefit of hla 
experience to the aovanent 
training volunteers. He 
was an active neaber of 
the Republican Movenent 
froa October 1970 until 
hla death la October 1976 
which was the result of 
e preaature explosion. 


RED ACTION 
IN ACTION 



tor the sealurera has since visited then in the fora 
of increasing police harassment on the picket line and 
the capitulation of the Union leadership to the courtr. 

Ihe pickets have not been strong enough to stop the sail¬ 
ings and the strategy ream ns one of avoiding "trouble". 
Red Action questioned Richard: So really its a token 
picket. If they chose to stop they stop, it not there's 
nothing you esn do about It - is that right? "Yeah, that's 
ight" he answered. The likes of Terry French and the 
-nny other alners who organised to S1l)P the scabs and 
STOP the police, know that this token picket and the 
token efforts of the Labour Party Left cannot win anything 
for those now on strike. 

''ul the dispute Is not over. Nor have the reasons for 
e strike disappeared. On safety Richard said, "there's 
one ship. The Pride of Calais, with only five qualified 
crew to sail the vessel". All over the place "aaiety 
and efficiency has dropped conpletely". This is against 
the background of Zeebrugge. The strikers are steadfast 
in tholr deleraination not to go back to unsafe ships 
and low wage conditions. 

Richard waa to say In the course of the interview, "Its 
the rank and file neabers that aske a union", and went 
on to assert "ft has been the rank and file neabers that 
have taken this strike on and kept it going; we're not 
worried if San McCluskic resigns toeorrow, In fact every¬ 
body would celebrate if he did". Red Action asked hia 
were there no officials they could trust? "That's right", 
ho replied. The strikers need to take these sentlaents 
a stage further snd organise to STOP the traffic through 
Dover. They have to go pass NcCluakle and go pass the 
legal obstacles and bring about a national strike with 
support fron other sections of workers. Whilst workers 
reaain loyal to leaders and adopt tactics of avoiding 
"trouble" this will not happen. 


WHAT IS TO 
BEDONE 

The eeafarers dispute around Dover has highlighted the 
differing levels of support between the Miners snd other 
sections of the labour aoveaent ouch os the printers 
sad also how eooeotial it is for revolutionary ooclallots 
to develop a credible rank and file organisation baaed 
on winning strikes not rocrulting froa than. 

The printers a stronghold of Trade Union power enjoyed 
for aany years, a level of organisation which kept then 
a position at the top of the wage acales. In the Happing 
dispute aany printeis thought they could stand on their 
own and win and as a consequence defeat produced disillus¬ 
ionment eaongat aoat. For the Miners, right froa the 
start of their dispute, they knew that they had not only 
to get financial support but also industrial support 
snd at every level eaongat the dockers, transport uorkers 
seafarers and through the TUC they argued for strike 
action. The experience radicalised then and radicalised 
the women that supported then provoking often a total 
break with the "cannon sense" beliefs they hod before 
the strike. That la why the women snd men of the mining 
canmunities readily gave organised support tothe striking 
seafarers. There instinctive solidarity is now a conc- 
slous effort in the class struggle. 

It should be clear that an Industrial dispute of political 
importance cannot be woo within the existing Iowa govern¬ 
ing Trnde Union action. The tactics for winning wore 
only Just being developed in the alnern strike. Clandest¬ 
ine sabotage sad the physical defence of the picket lias 
will feature ia the disputes of the future. 

Revolutionary Socialists aunt provide a credible source 
of active support and ldaaa. Rad Action by no aeaas claims 
to have discovered some wonderful altaaatlve strategy 
that will enable us to wash away Thatcher aad the Bosses. 
The process of class struggle produces the industrial 
and political confrontations, oat of those confrontations 
the working class begins to sharpen the tools of ita 
organisation sod conscious red action. 


On October Ath the new independent anti fascist nuslc 
organisation CABLE S T REE T BEAT was officially launched 
in London. It woe a huge political aad cosmerclal success. 
The main bend THE MEN THEY 00ULDNT HANG were greeted 
with rsptuoua applause. A veteran of THE BATTLE OF CABLE 

STREET BEAT in 1936 earned the audience that as Jews 

were node the scapegoats for the economic problems of 
the 30s Blacks and Aslans are for exactly the saam reasons 
often the victims of violence today. The problea ia escal¬ 
ating he sold and with 70,000 race attacks a year the 
problea is actually far WORSE TODAY . A guide to its polit¬ 
ical impact con perhaps be estimated by the amount of 
political itams bought. EA0.00 worth of C.S.B. fanzines, 
over a hundred Red Action papers, C100.00 worth of books 

badges and Tahirta plus £250.00 collected for the P40 

otrlkers at Dover. Apprx £6000.00 was collected in ticket 
aales. 



MERSEYSIDE 

The first Coble Street Beat gig outside London was 
organised by Meraeyslde lad Action. Even though it waa 
booked for a Sunday there was on excellent response from 
a croas section of the coaaaalty. At the time of going 
to preaa there was no further details. 



combined to put on a highly osccaasful benefit which 


rolaad £A79.00 for tho strikers. 








TWO TRIBES 

GO TO WAR? 


Th« presentation of the Gulf Mar as a primitive local 
imi conflict fought out by tuo irrational tribes 
With the high represcntet i »ca of the ueatern denocra- 
ciae looking on bewildered by the "Meaningless slaugh¬ 
ter , la a fnailiar stereotype frou years of the repor¬ 
ting in Northern Ireland. In reality, western govern- 
aents and the economies they Manage have been ia to 
up to their sucks. 

— THE PRINCIPLE 

Since the beginning of the century the ueatern powers 
have fought for control of Middle-eastern oil Reserves, 
the region had been the world's najor oil producer 
since the aid-sixties, currently providing 901 of 
western Europe's oil, and a large proportion of the 
giant oil companies profits. As forner Anerican Nation¬ 
al Security advisor Zbigniew Baexlnakl aaid concering 
the issues surrounding the conflict, "Access to Persian 
gulf oil reserves ia the principle at stake”. Arab 
governments that have disputed western control of 
the reserves that lay within their territories have 
been destabllnhed or overthrown, as when the Iranian 
Mossedeq regine was deposed by an Anglo- tearlean 
coup and replaced by the Shah's dictatorship in 1953.1. 
With Libya already n dangerous exaaple, control appear¬ 
ed to be perwanent1y threatened with the overthrow 
of the Shah ia 1979. The clerical regine under Khonelnl 
that eacrged frou the revolution exploited popular 
hostility to the tredltional laperial interests; snd 
it is these isterests that consequently have nought 
to direct the nature and outcoae of the conflict. 


S T0C1P1LE OF US WEAPONS 


The governnenta of the developed capitalist countries 
however, were not the only ones to be alarned at the 
iapl(cations of the revolution. The seal-feudal Arab 
client-states of the region weie fearful of pro-Iranian 
fundeaental1st populations within their own societies, 
the social base of fundeaental 1 an conslstiag is the 
couaerclal nlddle-clsss layers and their exploit¬ 
ation of the discontent of the dispossessed urban 
poor. This was particularly true of Iraq, and of Saudi 
Arabia, «*ich cane to bo its principal financier within 
the Arab world. Seeing the opportunity offered by 
the post-revolutionary instability of Iran (where 
the struggle between clerical and left eleaents cont¬ 
inued after the revolution), Iraq launched the war 
in Septeaber, I960. The lnperlal powers (including 
Russia which had its own discontented Muslin population 
to worry about) encouraged a war of attrition, regard¬ 
ing it aa a u ,f M l Instrument in bringing to heel 
a regine that threatened their "vital interests". 
However, by 1984, it was clear that Iran was winning 
the war, and threatening its extension to the conser¬ 
vative reglnes of the region, all vital oil and profit 
producers for western companies. Ironically, Iran's 
initial ability to fight the war depended upon the 
aaaaive stockpile of weaponry sold by the US to Iran 
to enable the Shah to police the area in its interests. 
Mille the protracted slaughter of the conflict was 
itaelf an acceptable aethod of 'policing', the posalb- 
llity of a decisive Iranian victory was unthinkable 
snd the facade of 'neutrality' and 'humanitarian! am' 
began to split wide open. Credit and same forms of 
trade were refused to Iran, but extended on an enormous 
scale to Iraq, annual food aid from the US alone aaoun- 
tlng to 800 million dollars. No protests were mdc 
when Iraq began the tanker war in 1984, or extended 
it in 1906; or when Iraq began the boobing of civilian 
populations; or began the aasaacre of its own Kurdish 
population; or began the use of chenical weapons, 
banned since 1924; even when Iraq sank an Anerican 
warship, The Stark, the retaliatory measures were 
launched at Iran. Finally, cane the Went'sdirect Mili¬ 
tary intervention. Britain sent the legendary 'Arallla 
Pktrol', and the US the biggest fleet aaaenbled since 
Vietnan, to protect tankers carrying Iraqi oil. Iran's 
navy was at first blockaded and then in April this 
year, half was sunk and Iranian oil-installations 
attacked by the US in co-ordination with Iraq's lsunch- 



IRAqUI SOLDIERS SA1UTF. IN FRONT OF BUUJT RIDDEN MURAL 
OF KHOMEINI. 


tng of s major land offensive. The contradltion between 
the West's presentation of its aotives, and its real 
actions is obvious enough. Yet there was a deeper 
underlying contradiction. While fearing the emergence 
of Iran as a dominant radical power in the long tern, 
none of the governments deploring Iran as a 'terrorist 
state' could afford to lose its trade with Iran conp- 
pletely, particularly in view of the possibility of 
lucrative contracts available in the reconstruction 
of a more co-operative post-war Iran. Britain's offi¬ 
cial trade in 1984, for exaaple still aaounted to 
£750 nil lion. The difficulties were aont acute in 
the issues surrounding the arns trade. Reagan aimed 
to end Iran's progress in the war through an arns 
embargo. But with Iran and Iraq arns spending running 
at 10 billion dollars a year, the arns industry of 
any one country could not afford to lose its share. 
So various secret or hypocritical strategies ensured 
that the flow of weaponry continued. The British fira 
Plessey was allowed to supply a £350 ailllon weapons 
syatea, while ICI contributed aassive /mounts of explo¬ 
sives, despite Tory slogans of 'No deals with terror¬ 
ists*. 'Neutral' Sweden secretly sanctioned arns sales 
froa the manufacturers, ROTORS. Yet the golded award 
for hypocrisy oust go to Reagan hiaaelf, who broke 
his own arms embargo in the infamous "arns for hostages 
deal". In the capitalist world where arns are just 
a particularly profitable kind of product, no single 
economy can afford its competitors to gain an advantage 
TYiis is true despite considerstions of ideology or 
some tong-tern collective economic and strategic inter 
eats. This accounts for the intensity of Reagan's 
pressure upon his Nsto allies for an effective embargo, 
and for the eventual physical intervention of American 
Forces. In elect, Iran cane to be increasingly ranged 
against the financial and military might of the devel¬ 
oped capitalist world, and not aa we were told, of 
its next-door neighbour. Meanwhile, the propaganda 
cover for the intervention, the defence of 'freedom 
of navigation', amounted in practice to the shooting 
down of an Iranian airliner. 



That Iran would eventually sue for peace urns inevit¬ 
able. What are the likely consequences within a social¬ 
ist perspective7 There is first, the possibility of 
a reactionary fu n d a m e ntalist dictatorship or 'guided 
democracy' heavily lnfluoacsd by the armed forces, 
Milch is nevertheless supported by and sensitive to 
the needs and resources of western capitsl, such as 
was establised by the recently disintegrated President 
Zla of Pakistan. Fundamentallmx has tended hlstortcslly 
to be ant 1-lnperlal 1st, but it ia not essentially 

anti-capitalist. In Britain for exaaple, such companies 
as BP, HaiAley Siddelay. Thorn and G8C are already 

queuing for contracts tdilch they hope will be iaaued 
by a chastened Iranian regine. Second, the war must 
be recognised aa victory for the imperial ambitions 
of the US, and can be linked to a global strategy 

of increased military coBltnent to reactionary forces, 
as in Afghanistan, South West Africa and central 

America. The reverasl of the 'Vietnam Syndrome', the 
reluctance of the Anerican public to sanction atlllary 
adventures abroad, has taken a further step. 


ARM CHAIR STRATEGIES 


Is there any positive aide to the resolution of the 
conflict apart fran the end to the killing that hart 
already cost over one million lives? One prominent 
socialist group, the SWP has argued that; "Even with 
all the forces ranged against Iran, it would still 
hove been possible to defeat imperial tan". (Socialist 
Worker July 23), and talking of the rornat ton 
of a workers' allitla under socialist leadership which 
would volunteer to continue the war in support of 
the Khoneint regime. Apart form the inherent incredib 
llity as such arnchalr strategies, it is more than 
a bit difficult to see the attraction or logir in 
supporting a reactionary, economically conservative 
regine which has used the war itself to build doorptu 
support (renenber Thatcher and the Pnlklands?). mid 
to crush opposition, that of the socialist left in 
particular, in addition to diverting all lions of dr 
fence expenditures into private pockets of the power 
ful. Indeed the only positive feature of the wars 
outcome may be in exposing the inadequacy of fundrment 
alist ideology as a solution to the problems posed 
by capitalist Integration and direct imperialist con¬ 
trol, which in the Iranian conduct of the war has 
proved to have been as callous, cynical and corrupt 
as the forces it claims to oppose. 


RED ACTION ON MERSEYSIDE 

If intnrnttad In finding out more/ getting active 
In the North West or on Merseyside There is s grouping 
of members and supporting members on Merseyside who can 
be contacted by writing to: 

RED ACTION MERSEYSIDE 
R.O. BOX 60 
SOUTHPORT 

PR86BH 


SUPPORT 
RED ACTION 



R«d Action It aa orgaaitalioa founded by working da*, 
people to work for the furthering of the came of 
SoriaNnm. Membership h open to all who accept our 
political printpiet and pa) a weekly tabvrriptioa Every 
member hat aa eqnal vote oa all Red Action policy ond 
dewiolont. 

If yoo Nippon onr aim* bat do not with to become a 
member, yon can become a toppnrtiog member. TMv doe* 
aot entitle yon lo tote, hot yoa will receive. 

1. A free tvbvcrlpiloa to the newtpaper. 

2. A ref alar internal newvlettrr that wIN keep yon 
informed of what b going oa la the orgsniaatioa. 

3. Notification of nay Red Action activities ia your area. 

The con for thh b C IS for oae year, 
hubnrrlplioai to the paper are Mill available teparairtt 
The com It f 3 pooadt for Ira baue* Pirate remember that 
produciag a paper b a very uneconomic batten* and we 
are alwayt very grateful for any donations, and eapertaNy 
gra.efni lo anyone who ran lake extra ropiei to *r«. 

AN cboqoen amd porta! order* thou Id be made payable 

to Red Action’ 

P.O. BOX 158 
HATFIELD 
HERTS 
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Vtt STING 

"I retard the Thatcher miracle aa a gigantic con-trick 
Alaoat every aajor indicator-output, unemployment, 
Industrial lsveataaat and the balance of paynenta has 

performed poorly over the alae Thatcher years taken 
aa a whole. The taproveaent la productivity unless 
accoapanied by an lmprowummt la pr oje cti on aeraly 
redistributes incaae froa those «dw become uneaployed 
to those that reaala la work and now inflation la sneak¬ 
ing hack to the 9* aha inherited. 

The 'Con* has bean achieved by the aarlchasat of port 
of the caanualty at the expeace of a alnority, by the 
afclllfal but thoroughly dishonest presentation of the 
facts, by the ruthlaao use of patronage and the exploit¬ 
ation of aa ugly vela of populiaa inthe brltlah people. 
Wywne God ley, Professor of Applied Econoalcs at Cambri¬ 
dge who in 1961 was only one of 364 Economists who 
signed a declaration condoning Thatchers nonetariM. 


@ 9 S*P* c,al 11 ' 


shame of 

Britain 


It la generally accepted that the Bcoaoalc League la 
a dangerously right wing anti-union , anti-working class 
and aatl democratic organisation. It collects data on 
Trade Union and Left Wing activists and aella than for 
a fee to aajor British Companies who operate BLACKLISTS, 

A fund raising dinner for the league la the last place 
you would expect to find a Trade Union leader aa guest 
speaker unless of course It was 'Oily Me' Hammond 
the unfortunate electricians chief negotiator. Hammond 
sarley Is not the only Brlntlsh Union Lender to have 
a decent lunch with the league. It just got found out 
(The Observer 27th Kerch 1966). _ 


On Frida* October 7th The Sun newspaper • 

feature how to spot and cope with reel an and bigotry 
in Britain. It out Used a number of possible scenarios 
and with the help the Countssion for Becial Equality 
offered advise on the beat way to repond. 

The Voice of Reason begs to differ and presents a number 
of alternative strategies. Here are a few of the geaa: 

1. Sun aceaario - Job laterview 

The racist boaa will be curti dismissive and sever 
shake a black persons hand, claia there are hundreds 
of applicants and m*r pointed remarks about * working 
well with other people*. 

Sun advice - This is a no win situation, but don t 
loae your cool. Shatter their expectiona by arriving 
early and looking really smart. Everything about you 
should suggest you don’t fit any stereotype that bosses 
alght label you with. 

The Voice of Reason - HUS IS A NO WIN SITUATION SHATTER 
HIS EXPBCTIONS BY LEAVING EARLY AND ON THE WAY OUT 
CONFIRM HIS PREJUDICES BY BIEAIING HIS WINDOWS AS WELL. 

2. Neighbours 

Racist residents said that blacks jumped the housing 
queue, take the best homes on the estate - and me\\. 
Some send poison pen mall or petrol bombs through the 
letter boxes. 

Sun advice - Try to win them over by discussing things 
like how terrible refuse collection. Don't irritate 
then by playing loud Reggae auslc in the night. 

The Voice of Reason - ONE EASY WAY TO DISCOURAGE THIS 
TYPE OF ACTIVITY IS TO MARE SURE AND RETURN OR REP1.ACE 
ALL OF THEIR PROPERTY. PCTNOL BWBS INCUIDED AS QUICILY 
AND AS ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE. 

The Editor of 
The Sun 

SHALL PRINT, 


•at...We know it Ian t 
but we needed the photo 
and as he well knows 
fabrication sells the 


_ The fwuwhp f ace 

3. Social Ufa 

Blacks caught in an 'all white' bar will aak for the 
toilet and be directed to the fire bucket Instead close¬ 
ly followed by racist Jokes. A racist restaurant will 
tall a black couple they don't have a table free when 
it is obvious that the place is half empty. 

Sun advice - Never show that you are upset and always 
appear to be polite and well spoken. 1! you are told 
that the restaurant la full find some place else to 


The Voice of Reason - LEAVE. BUT WHEN YOU CONE BACE 
MAKE SURE THE RESTAURANT IS FULL (WITH YOUR HATES) 
AND AFTER HAVING MADE YOUR POSITION QUITE CLEAR MAKE 
SURE THAT INSTEAD OF YOU HAVING TO FIND SOME PLACE 
ELSE TO EAT HUT IN FUTURE THEY WILL HAVE TO FIND SOME 
PLACE ELSE TO WORE. 

A. Public Ridicule 

Lout a spit at non whites in the street, call them names 
and throw beer cans at them, the worst kind carry knives 
knuckle dusters, and roam the streets to find someone 
to victimise. Doc Martin boots, short Jeans, short 
hair and stale drinking festive breath are a dead give- 
Qwsy • 

Sun advice - If you know you are likely to be in a 
street where race thugs hang around take the family 
dog with you or gut a lift in a friends car. 

The Voice of Reason - LEAVE THE DOG AT HONE. NICI A 
NEIGHBOURS CAR AND RUN OVER A FEW OF HIE BASTARDS. 


"One of the great shocks for my generation was to find 
that agreat deal of what you were told was propaganda 
and sheer bullshit for the Itaptre." 

Author Janes Clavell of "Shogun" fane-. 


Twenty yaars after the 
Civil Rights struggle, 
where are we? We're back 
where we started. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams MP on the British 
TV and radio ban on Sinn 
Fein. 



WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


MID ACTION n AN OM.AMSAf ION UK M»U> TO WORK TOW ARM 
THI i MHM, OF THE CAPITALIST hYMFM Of PNOODCtlON AND 
IMF FMANltSHMFNT Of A MM 1AIIM ONE 

CAPITALISM Tbv stvd el rsphsi sod Isbowr rsnnoi rsrr b* rvrwecNid. la 
albtr aardt tbr qam by Nw rmpioilag dome* lor grratov profit, b Is HwoM coofhri 
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Heorwv dwrr mv 


PI MM OWNFJtNHIP Oat) wbva a« of ibr major grade t lhc mootm sod 
Maury mv iskra ialo pwSSr owarrship. *■ M hr poaMMr lor Ibr drawers** »* si 
Sw major*) to rOMWT lba< Uw> mv si Ml Use rmpfenrd is Ibr moM *ocM> sufsl 
smoarr. Tbb •« muk is s mswhr ImrrvaK Is prodortloo and ovskb. 

CON TIMM Of SOCIETY AH *ur wbe occur >■■ * *— •» *»•«* •"* unbork> 


IMF LOOM ANO FAR AIJTY AR »• he esprrtrd lo coolribolr lo peodwrUoa sod 
Mi •« ncHw rqwai reward sod Mr rqM rightv trmperthr of wv rsrr or erred 
Tbr Uaw »« pro*Mr adrqoalr IscdMn lo cwtit (or Ibr arvdt of ihr rldrrh. Wei. 
hsadl capped. aorUog swubm rtc. who »« si rrrrlw ■ IsN «x*r Ai qaraiioas or 


"They tortured and murdered children as well you know. 

I visited a prenerved interrogation contre at the old 
High School in Phnom Penh. Like the Heals the Rhymer 
Rouge photographed their victims before and after tor¬ 
ture. There nre walls and walls of photographs of faces, 
the faces of people who knew they were about to be 
tortured, who knew they were probably about to die. 
When there are faces of little children, it in more 
than you ran bear to look at them. There ideology (I.R.) 
has not changed ta ten years. Can anyone really believe 
they will not attempt to re-impoae it? 

The nrandal is that the world does not appear to care. 
Raapurhea ta being puninhed. The West has not for given 
the Vietnamese lor winning the war against the Americana 
for humiliating the U.S. The Eampurheann nre being 
puninhed because the Meat will not approve or support 
any action of the Vietnamese because they are ntlll 
the enemy and because of that many more Eampucheana 
nay die." 

English actren* Julie Christie who is campaigning with 
the charity Oxlam to persuade the U.N. to withdraw 
Its recognition of the Rhymer Rouge as the legitimate 
voice of the Kampuchean people, before the protection 
ot the Vtetnauese Amy is withdrawn. 

"Let then rot." 

Thatcher's typically compassionate comment on the plight 
o* 109 Britons who now languish in Spanish prisons 
none of then for periods of 18 months or over. 

"They charged me for the lent night, Milch I thought 
wua a bit bloody cheeky." 

Tory, Sir Walter Clegg speaking of his atay in the 
Grand Hotel, Brighton 1984, and the early uorning call 
frou the provus 

"uy political Ideal for Ulster in not as part of the 
Union, but aa an independent state with dad aa the 
first President." 

Rhonda Paisley 

"they weren't real people they were labour supporters" 

Bradford icry Council leader dismissing the thousands 
of protesters who rallied against the latest cuts in 
jobs and services. 

"My number one hope In that everyone who has a Job 
wants a job." 

and 

”1 hope I stand for anti-bigotry, anti-namltlan and 
anti-racisa, that's what drives ae, that's Mist I feel 
strongly about." 

Vice President George Bush already proving hlnaelf 
a worthy suceasor to Ronald-The Galfe-r-Reagan. Coincid¬ 
ent ly eight of hia advisors in the Presidential campaign 
have been forced to resign over allegations of anti- 
senttlaa. 


•a br IrgM sad prwtMrd by Hu Us* I km w« hr Invdom or worship (or Ml 
whg j oo •....chorrhwNbrMbordwhardenhmo*»ashlers. 


IMFJtN AIMiNAI INM Tbr taphMki rroaooilr system h Hokrd op hheraoliu aM b 
thrrrlinT Oh urwggk M> os rethrow M U a wotMwMr oar. AR workers rivrywbm 
haw I hr warn HUrmis. It h bapoadMr lor iocM« a i lo rxhl hi hotatloa m oar 
COOOU). as ibr pnw , r o( hUmm l k oM rs p bs lhm wawM crush M. 


NO PARI IAMF.NTAMV HOAD TO MM1AIJSM NodMkm csansl hr uMnM 
ituough iHr piitimimiin »>*mm. kn w t Ik* i»M poewr Is mriHy lays sol wbh 
Hmrd MPs but »Mh rick MusMMkn xod ihr leader* o( ih. xnard (arm. pMkv 
jodmsry He Ihr prewol •nwcturrs cssasl hr reformed ibr> most hr .mtfcraT- 
Thr labour Part) do** sol My to rod f xp h Mkm. hoi osrrtlj gjw *r »oefcm • hHlrr 
Ural wHhin ii __ 

UNION hTNF-MiIII. wi: nupport ANY pkkft unf. in defence of 

VMMtKFRN LIVING NTAN0AND8. Mr swpporl ■ Mroog ortaokrd rook sad IRr 


lo lakr arcloo ioUrprndrol <4 ihr .rfflrtah whra nrrrsson 


TOTAL OfPONTION TO RACISM AN|> FAM'INM Mr op 
or MnUog) ohkk sllmpls lo dMdr Ibr workiog rimotpc 
cmd. Mr nrogakr Ihr orvd looppomfsmVU ocgsakoltoos, » 
pk)vkil) on Ilf 



IHF. ••tXJMMUNNiT' NTATB Ike r rg kors Is coooihrs sock as BosMs. CkM 
(oka Hr. art smd as rsampM* lo in sod prosr w ir lMhm ssdrslrsMr. Is oar Mrw. 
Ml bough ikrsr coowrtr* hast ptssord rrosomlrs. ihr> csssoi hr A*•* 
i mi liltn Mr rostrod Hum sortalkm csanoi br iaiptrisraifd Irom show by as 
asm cosslskir mhog HMr. Pskbr oworrsblp. Invdom xod dmotrsry an Ml 
rsanMW IrMarrs ot soctalhm mM Mlbrlr ahsrarr h cxasol rskl. YAr soppor. ihr 
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